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January, Herr Hitler mentioned March as the peak month of his
effort against us on the sea. We were to be exposed to attacks on
a scale never before dreamed of, and there were rumours of hundreds
of U-boats and masses of aircraft to be used against us. These
rumours were spread throughout the world, and a very alarming
impression was produced. March has gone, April has gone, May
has gone, and now we are in the middle of June. Although serious
losses were incurred in the Mediterranean, May was the best month
we have had for some time in the Atlantic. Prodigious exertions
were made to bring in the cargoes and to protect the ships, and these
exertions have not failed. It is much easier to sink ships than to
build them or to bring them safely across the ocean. We have lately
been taking a stronger hand in this sinking process ourselves. It is a
most astonishing fact that in the month of May we sank, captured
or caused to be scuttled no less than 257,000 tons of enemy shipping,
although they present us with a target which is perhaps one-tenth
as great as we present to them. While they slink from port to
port under the protection of their air umbrella, and make short,
furtive voyages from port to port across the seas, we maintain our
whole world-wide traffic, with never less than 2,000 ships on the
seas or less than 400 in the danger zones on any day. Yet the losses
we inflicted upon them in the month of May were, I think, in the
nature of three-quarters of the losses they inflicted upon us. This
also has a bearing on the possibility of sea-borne invasion, because
the destruction of enemy tonnage is proceeding at a most rapid
and satisfactory rate.
Nor need these solid grounds for thankfulness and confidence
fall from us when we look at the aspect of the war in the Middle
East. We have been at war for 21 months. Almost a year has
passed since France deserted us and Italy came in against us. If
anybody had said in June last that we should to-day hold every
yard of the territories for which Great Britain is responsible in the
Middle East; that we should have conquered the whole of the
Italian Empire of Abyssinia, Eritrea and East Africa ; that Egypt,
Palestine and Iraq would have been successfully defended, he
would have been thought a very foolish visionary. But that is the
position at the moment. It is more than three months since the
Germans gave out that they would be in Suez in a month, and were
telling the Spaniards that when Suez fell they would have to come
into the war. Two months ago many people thought that we should
be driven out of Tobruk, or forced to capitulate there. The last
time we had a Debate on the war in this House, so instructed a
commentator as my hon. and gallant Friend the Member for